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24-Hour Party Politics
New group endorses and mobilizes for votes for pro-nightlife candidates

Dan Rivoli

August 24th, 2009

Earlier in the year, Park Slope residents arrived at a local community board meeting in droves to discuss the popular bar Union Hall.

Most community board attendees complain about late-night noise stemming from nearby bars and clubs. These residents were armed with
signs and pickets in support of the Park Slope tavern, after a committee voted to urge the State Liquor Authority to revoke its liquor license.

“There’s a significant percentage of people who really care about preserving nightlife in New York City,” said Bob Zuckerman, who sits on the
community board and supports Union Hall.

Finding such dedicated partiers is the goal of the Nightlife Preservation Community, a newly formed offshoot of the New York Nightlife
Association, which formed in reaction to Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s crackdown on bars and clubs in the 1990s. 

Where the Nightlife Association dealt with
industry policy and safety issues, the
Preservation Community is strictly a political
group that launched in June. The kick-off
obviously called for a party, where Council
members such as Gale Brewer got to mingle
with celebrities like actress Chloë Sevigny, the
event’s hostess, at the hot spot M2 in Chelsea.

With 3,000 people on its growing e-mail list,
the group aims to boost its following to 100,000
voters who are active in the nightlife scene by
the next mayoral race in 2013.

In addition to club and bar owners that have
been the nightlife industry’s base of support, the
organization is targeting bartenders, waiters,
late-night food vendors and cab drivers to cast
votes or donate money to candidates deemed
friendly to the nightlife industry. And in New
York, those numbers can make all the

difference in crowded primary elections.

“I think where they’ll have the greatest impact is getting people out to vote in a primary who wouldn’t otherwise,” Zuckerman said. “They’re
not prime voters, but they care about this issue.”

The Nightlife Preservation Community endorsed several candidates in contested primary races. Unsurprisingly, one of the first was
Zuckerman, a former executive director of the group who is running to replace Bill de Blasio on the Council. Karen Koslowitz, running for
Council in Queens, also got the group’s nod. 
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Council in Queens, also got the group’s nod. 

In citywide campaigns, the group is supporting David Yassky for comptroller and Council Member Eric Gioia for public advocate. Lest voters
think they are endorsing people soft on public nuisances, the group is supporting the re-election of Queens Council Member Peter Vallone,
Jr., a quality-of-life crusader.

Vallone, who chairs the Public Safety Committee, had previously collaborated with the New York Nightlife Association, which he said showed
him the value of the nighttime economy to the city. Vallone attended the organization’s opening-night bash.

“It was a unique experience, for them to turn down the pumping club music and thank myself and few others there for help saving the
nightlife industry,” Vallone said. “It was a constituency I’ve never been in front of before: people with liquor in their hands.”

Robert Bookman, the organization’s counsel, who said his ideal night out is a quiet conversation over dinner rather than a raucous dance
party, said the group decided to enter electoral politics because of the immense influence city government could exert over the nightlife
industry. Council members and borough presidents can shape rezoning and appoint community board members who could hold up a liquor-
license application or raise opposition to a new establishment, he noted.

“I don’t think elected officials will be so quick to write a letter to the Liquor Authority because a constituent says that a bar is bothering them,”
Bookman said. “They’ll think twice about it  because it  gains one vote but loses 10.”

But in neighborhoods such as the Lower Manhattan or Park Slope, where residents and nightlife businesses snipe at each other at community
board meetings, an endorsement from a nightlife group may be tantamount to an endorsement from Dick Cheney in Chelsea to some. 

“If they’re offering me protection and are respectful of my quality of life, I might be inclined to look at their endorsement,” said Craig
Hammerman, a district manager of a Brooklyn community board who, in April, dropped out the race for de Blasio’s seat. “If they’re offering
me the opposition, their endorsement could be the kiss of death.” 

--
ABOVE: Paul Seres, a co-founder of the organization and owner of the Chelsea club SOL, believes his group can give political leverage to
nightlife proponents. Photo by Andrew Schwartz
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